
1. World Views
a. What is a World View?

A Worldview is a system of thought based on certain beliefs. Often people take
these foundational beliefs for granted. Many people have taken ideas and beliefs
from different worldviews and tried to merge them. This creates new and
confusing belief systems that are inconsistent. You'll find that it is much easier to
begin with what you do have in common, and build an understanding of that
belief, before criticizing or educating people about what they are missing.

i. Combination of:
b. How we relate to the supernatural

(1) How we relate to each other
(2) How we relate to the physical world

2. Why are World Views important?
a. They influence how we interpret data

3. Example:
4. Fact: Monkeys and Humans have similar DNA

5. Some say: Humans evolved from monkeys
6. Some say: God make humans and monkeys similar
7. Some say: We can run medical tests on Monkeys to save humans
8. Some say: Monkeys may be reincarnated from my dead ancestors
9. Some say: We are monkeys

You may have noticed that there are times when you are talking to somebody and
they seem to agree with everything you say, but then they draw a different
conclusion than you. This often happens because when we use words like God,
Love, Peace, Faith, Good, Evil, and Heaven, other people interpret them
differently than we do. Their Worldview determines how they relate to these
subjects. If you can understand what they mean by certain ideas, then you can
communicate with them about their faith, and begin to establish a relationship. 

10. Some different Worldviews

Below is a quick snapshot of common worldviews in our culture. Notice that: 
1. The values of each view are determined by how people see "God."
2.  That all the views listed (except Christian Theism) provide a way

for Mankind to manipulate, control or be responsible for his/her
own future.

3. How each view makes sense within it's own set of rules and logic. 



a. "God is a myth, a crutch for the weak" (Secular Humanist)

The secular humanist has removed God from their world, and so there is no
higher authority. This means that he/she can do what they decide is right, but they
have no authority to decide what is right. Mankind is simply an animal, with no
purpose or hope. Their only real goal is to continue the evolutionary process, and
so gain more power and control over nature. Basically, mankind wants to become
God through the control of science. Other branches of secular humanism include
nihilism  �  faith in "nil," nothing; or existentialism  �  faith in what exists, reality is
purely determined by humanity.

i. Atheist/Evolutionist 
ii. Man is the sole hope for the world
iii. There is no "higher authority." Basically Man is god.
iv. Morality changes in each circumstance
v. Strength and Ability is what is valued
vi. "Performance"
vii. Reason and Intelligence are the guides to surviving
viii. No supernatural, only science

(1) Common Ground
(a) They know and/or respect history
(b) Hate Hypocrisy
(c) Recognize false legalism
(d) Respect relationships

b. "God is out there somewhere, but we'll never be able to know it. It will
never help us out or care about us." (Cosmic Humanist)

Based on Eastern Religions, Cosmic Humanism is also known as New Age
Philosophy. This is a widely varied philosophy, since what feels right is held
as a higher authority than scientific thinking. The basic foundations hold
relationship, absence of  conflict, and overall harmony as the highest ideals.
This is essentially similar to Secular Humanism, because Cosmic Humanism
also desires the next level of evolution, but they want to reach in through
supernatural means, instead of scientific means.

i. God is all, and is in all (New Age Thinking)
ii. God is neither good nor evil.
iii. Man is responsible for it's own survival.
iv. No judgment in life, possible reincarnation to do well next time.
v. Metaphysical comfort and harmony is highly prized, even to the

point of sacrifice for other people's comfort.
vi. There's no constant system of right or wrong. 

(1) Common Ground
(a) They recognize their separation from God
(b) Desire peace and relationships



(c) Recognize their imperfection

c. "God will let me into heaven, because I'm good enough" (Theism)

"Theism" is from "Theos," which is Greek for "God." A Theist believes in one
God, who created, rules and will judge mankind for what they do. In the case of
Mormonism, there are many gods, which is technically polytheism, but they rule
separate worlds, so practically speaking they fall under the heading of "Theist."
Judaism, Islam, Mormonism, and Jehovah's Witnesses are illustrations of the
Theistic system. Typically one strives to please God, so he/she will bless his/her
followers and reward their effort to follow the rules. Theism only offers rewards
for those who can follow the rules, but there is no forgiveness for those who rebel
against the rules.

i. One God (or one god of this world - i.e.  Mormonism)
ii. God is testing us on earth to see how we fare.
iii. Man is responsible for his/her own fate, depending on how well

the rules are followed.
iv. We will be judged by whether we've done more good than bad,

based on our interpretat ion of the "Rules"
v. Respect for those who are "religious"; disdain for those who are

not.
vi. No assurance of heaven.

(1) Common Ground
(a) They admit that there is Good vs. Bad
(b) Realize that Heaven requires righteousness
(c) They know that God is good and desirable.

d. "God is my pal, he just wants me to have fun!" (Pagan/Hedonist)

Although in today's world this is considered an uneducated, "catch-all"
religion for people who don't like religion, this philosophy has existed in
various forms throughout history. The pantheon of the Greeks and Romans
allowed men to worship: 
1. Pleasure in the form of Venus and Aphrodite
2. Aggression in the form of Mars and Ares
3. Wisdom in the form of Athena and Minerva

In it's simplest form, mankind creates their gods to like themselves.
This way they can justify what they do as what their gods do. In
today's culture, this would be barbaric, but people call it "karma"
"chance" and "fate" and live for themselves.

i. One God, or many Gods, it doesn't really seem to matter.
ii. No judgment.
iii. Emphasis is on pleasure and satisfaction
iv. Man is not responsible  �  karma/god/fate determines what happens.



v. God, or gods are like man, (Zeus, Hera, Athena, Ares, Aphrodite,
Etc.)

vi. If you please the gods, you can get away with whatever you want.
vii. Gods can be bribed, bought, or manipulated.

(1) Common Ground
(a) They want a relationship with God
(b) They believe in grace, mercy and

forgiveness.

b. "I am born again as a child of the Living God" (Christian Theist  - See The
Nicene Creed)

It is good to review your own views on the world. Here I have listed the basic
tenets of Christian theology. There are people in the Christian Church who have
adopted ideas from other worldviews such as: Christian Existentialists, Christian
Evolutionists, and "Carnal" Christians. When you begin to mix worldviews you
lose the foundation to defend what you believe. The better you can understand
your own beliefs (it's really not that difficult), the easier it is to communicate with
people of other views. You will find that Christianity is logical, if you start with a
good foundation, and build from there.

i. Responsible for our own sin.
ii. Separated from a relationship from God by that sin.
iii. Reunited with God by the death of Jesus Christ, who is God, born

as a man, and crucified while completely innocent.
iv. One God, represented by three parts.  The Father, Jesus Christ, and

the Holy Spirit.
v. Our relationship with God on earth, (our acceptance of Him)

determines our eternity after judgment.
vi. This relationship is achieved by the acceptance of God's grace,

through faith, not earned by good works.


