Personal Evangelism Styles
(Adapted from "Becoming a Contagious Christian™ Bill Hybels)

Many people | talk to about witnessing feel that they do not have the "gift" of
evangelism. As | continue to talk to them, I find out that the truth is that they don t
feel they have the right personality for witnessing. Bold people feel that they are
too aggressive, while shy people wish they were bolder. Intellectuals feel more
comfortable in their study, while outgoing people may wish they had more
knowledge to back them up. There really isno "personality type" that is best for
witnessing. The Bible is full of radically different people who had radically
different ways of bringing people to Jesus.

1) Ministry Suggestions:
a) Thinkers:

yy Strong Opinions

yy Decisive

yy Assertive

yy Determined

yy Strong Willed

yy Logical

yy Analytical

yy Inquisitive

yy Powerful

yy Present Information in a step-by-step manner
yy Tend to think things through inside their heads

i) Example: Paul
(1) Be Actively available to answer questions.

(a) Example: "I m reading this great book on philosop hy/theology/bible
study etc. and I m really enjoying it! I m thinking about reading ????
next.

(i) Here you ve shared an interest with your friend, and they know
that you enjoy philosophy/theology/bible study, which they may
think is boring or confusing. So if they have a question, they know
that you are available and willing to talk to them about it. If it is
something they are interested in, then you can develop a great
relationship by sharing thoughts and perspectives.



b) Practical Ideas:

Reliable

Analytical

Loyal

Perfectionist
Sociable
Enthusiastic
Friendship-oriented
Conversational
Nurturing

Detailed

Tend to think things through inside their heads
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i) Example: Matthew (Matthew 9:10)

(1) Invite people to your home, or share meals with them. Don t be afraid to
develop relationships with non-Christians and to introduce them to Jesus.
It may take a bit of time, but the best way may be to share your
relationship with God by your hospitality.

b) Testimonial Ideas:

Tolerant

yy Contented
Easygoing

Shy

Open
Even-tempered
Silently Stubborn

y Diplomatic

y Touched by a personal experience
yy Loyal

yy Literal and Specific
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i) Example: Blind Man (John 9)

(1) Relate to people where they are, share your experience and love for God
through your life s experiences. Try not to "one-up" others for their
spiritual experiences, and be sure to keep the focus on the Giver, not the
gift. But remember that no one knows as much about your life as you do,
so you are the authority on what you ve experienced. Some people may
not believe you, as did the P harisees, and think you are naive or foolish.



Remember that they don t know what you know, or, more accurately, who
you know  God.

b) Bold Ideas:

yy Dominant

yy Assertive

yy Action-oriented

yy Argumentative

yy Direct

yy Intimidating

yy Impulsive

yy Outgoing

yy Prefers to go straight to the Bottom Line; doesn t beat around the bush
yy Tend to act first, then think through the consequences later

yy Tend to think out loud

1) Example: Peter

(1) Appreciate your ability to approach other directly. Do it in love, but it is
okay to confront others, if they need it. You will probably face the hardest
time dealing with our "tolerate anything" culture, but nobody else is as
suited to confronting that as you.

b) Giving Ideas:

yy Sympathetic

yy Reliable

yy ldealistic

yy Thoughtful

yy Sincere

yy Creative

yy Careful

yy Patient

yy Servant

yy Sees a need and enjoys meeting it

yy Shows love through action

i) Example: Dorcas (Acts 9:36)

(1) You are sensitive already to other's needs; in fact you are probably over
committed as it is. Don't hesitate to witness to those you help. You may
have to make thema bit uncomfortable, but you can care for their spiritual
needs, as well as their physical needs.



b) Inviting Ideas:

yy Outgoing

yy Enthusiastic

yy Happy

yy Fun-Loving

yy Popular

yy Playful

yy Responds Quickly Think quickly on their feet
yy Adaptable

yy Optimistic

yy Trusting

yy Persuasive

Example: Samaritan Woman at the well (John 4:7)

(1) You are the life of the party, and people will follow where you go. Be
careful to watch to make sure that your gift of charm is used to bring
people to Christ, not to exclude them. Invite people with you to church, or
to hang out with you and your Christian friends. Some people avoid
church because they don't think it is any fun, show them that it is fun it
can be hard at times, but the true joy of knowing God far outweighs the
struggle.

12) Now what? How do | witness to them?

After we've begun reaching out to people, and building a relationship with
them, the hard part is to bring the conversation to Jesus. One way to do
this is to talk about Jesus as if He isa friend of yours. It's easy to talk
about your children, spouse, or family members. You can talk about Jesus
in the same way. There is no need to segregate your spiritual life with
your day-to-day life. You don't want to live differently than you do on
Sunday, why would you want to talk about different things?

a) Example: "Last week | wastalking to a friend of mine, and the question of
forgiveness (eternity, ethics, love, heaven, Jesus) came up, and it got me thinking
about it, what do you think?"

)

In this example, you are sharing what happened to you with your friend, as
you would any other experience. If this event was important, there's no reason
to hide it. Bring it up, talk about it and include your friend in the event. Be
careful that you don't get too preachy, but open the subject, and share ideas.
Include them in the conwversation, don't just relate what happened last week
and leave them out. Get their opinion, if they have one. If they don't seem



interested, move on to another subject, and keep trying later. You can talk
about conversations you've had, ministry experiences, plans for evange lism,
or something you've learned about recently. It's less awkward to bring up
something that is current, rather than an experience you've had years ago. Of
course, the more active your relationship with God, the more you will hawve to

talk about.



