
Evangelism "Boot Camp"

1) Introduction to Class 
Most of us don't feel qualified to share the gospel with others. When it comes
time to explain what Christ has done for us, our first instinct is to send people to a
pastor to explain it for us. 

I believe this is because there are three main areas of our lives that we don't feel
comfortable with. These areas are: Confidence in the proper motivation to
witness, confidence in our ability to share the gospel, and confidence in our
authority to tell people how to know God. If any of these areas is uncomfortable,
then we lose our confidence to witness.

We will take this time in class to look at  these three areas of our spiritual lives,
and gain confidence in knowing that the Holy Spirit will provide everything we
need to bring people to salvation.

a) Motivation "Why Fight?"

Why we choose to witness is as important in how we witness. Paul often
describes our Christian life in terms of fighting, running a race, and
overcoming hardships. When you begin to be active in making disciples,
you will encounter difficulty. Knowing what you are striving for will give
you courage and discipline to keep going.

i) Our Goal in evangelism: To reunite God with his children.
(1) Not to make them "good"
(2) Not for fire insurance
(3) Not to make them "worth" something

You will find that it is easier to introduce people to your friend, Jesus
Christ, that to explain to them the process of becoming a Christian. That
is because our goal is to reconcile people with their heavenly Father, not
to educate them on how to navigate the "Flowchart of Righteousness".

ii) Spiritual Warfare
(1) We must fight to free those who are in bondage
(2) Our enemies are the rulers of this present darkness- Satan and his forces
(3) We must learn how to rescue them from spiritual bondage

We must remember that we are "fighting against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms" (Eph. 6:12). It is too easy to begin fighting
against the people we are trying to rescue. We have to learn how to attack
the chains that bind them, without wounding the captives.



b) Ability

All of God's children have the ability to become evangelists. "Evangel"
means "good news" in Greek. To be an "evangelist" means being one who
tells the good news. If you know nothing more than why you personally
believe in Christ, then you can share that with others. However, to help
make this easier, we will look at different ways to make it clear to all types
of people.

i) All Personality Types can be a witness
(1) Peter  �  the guy who gets "in your face"
(2) Paul  �  the "intellectual type"
(3) Matthew  �  the guy with "connections"
(4) Dorcas  �  the behind-the-scenes helper
(5) The Blind Man  �  the new believer with a testimony
(6) The Samaritan Woman  �  the "life of the party"

ii) How to share your faith

These are different ways to present the gospel  � most are modified from
the "Romans Road": We have sinned and we need forgiveness; nothing
but the Blood of Christ will cover us; and this covering is a free gift
available by claiming Jesus as our Savior and Lord.

(1) The Romans Road
(2) The Ten Commandments
(3) "Sharing your Faith Without Argument"
(4) The Wordless Book
(5) Harvesting for the Hesitant  �  and much, much more!

iii) Different Worldviews and how to communicate with them.

You will run into people that seem to be talking a different language, when
it comes to spiritual things. It's really not that much of a mystery  � they
are simply interpreting the gospel from a different point of view. When
you understand where they are coming from, then you can easily find ways
to connect on a common ground. In the coming weeks, we will look at the
different ways people view the world (Worldviews), and how to
communicate the gospel to them.

(1) Secular Humanist "God is a myth"
(2) Cosmic Humanist "God is out there, but we can never know it"
(3) Pagan/Hedonist "God is my pal, he just wants me to have fun!"
(4)  Theist "God will let me into heaven, because I'm good enough"
(5) Christian Theist "I am born again as a child of the Living God" 



c) Authority

Eventually the question will come up: what right do I have to tell people that they
need to change their beliefs? How you answer that question will either cripple your
ministry, or give you courage to "declare it fearlessly, as I (we) should" (Eph. 6:20).

i) Heaven's vs. Men
(1) Jesus' Authority 

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief
priests and the elders of the people came to him. "By what authority are
you doing these things?" they asked. "And who gave you this authority?"
(Matt. 21:23)

(2) John's Authority
Jesus replied, "I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will
tell you by what authority I am doing these things. John's baptism �where
did it come from? Was it from heaven, or from men?"
vv. 24-25

(3) The Pharisees' Authority
They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say,  �From heaven,'
he will ask,  �Then why didn't you believe him?' But if we say,  �From
men' �we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a
prophet."

So they answered Jesus, "We don't know."
vv.25-27

ii) Where does our authority to witness come from?
(1) From our pastor?
(2) From those who we witness to?
(3) From God?

iii) If we have authority from God to witness, what are we waiting for?
(1) Example of Authority: David and Goliath

(a) David knew that Goliath should be killed
(i) An uncircumcised Philistine was blaspheming God.
(ii) That is punishable by death, according to God.
(iii) Thus, David has the God-given right  to face Goliath,

knowing that God was with Him.
(b) David's Brothers were waiting

(i) They were waiting for God to appoint the one to go in God's name.
They were waiting for God's authority.

(c) Saul relied on his own ability and authority.
(i) This was represented by his armor and sword loaned to David.

Saul thought  he was giving David the authority to face Goliath, by
putt ing his own armor on David. David knew that wasn't
necessary. In reality, Saul didn't trust in his own authority either,
or he would have had the courage to face Goliath himself.




